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Congratulations on your purchase of the Really Good 
Stuff Fluidez y comprensión lectora: Grado 1 
(Spanish Fluency for Comprehension Passages: 
Grade 1), an informal assessment tool to help students 
develop fluency and comprehension independently, in 
pairs, or at home. This set includes leveled-reading 
passages with comprehension questions, record 
sheets, a letter to families, and a CD for accessing the 
reproducible material. Through modeling and scaffolding, 
students are taught to evaluate their accuracy, rate, 
expression, and comprehension, as well as to collect and 
maintain data in these areas. In addition to improving 
fluency and comprehension, they will increase self-
efficacy and confidence. 

Meeting the Standards
The Really Good Stuff Spanish Fluency for 
Comprehension Passages Grade 1 aligns with 
the following Spanish Language Arts Standards. 
For alignment with other state standards, please 
refer to our website’s Standards Match.

Fluidez
DF.1.4 Leen con suficiente precisión y fluidez para 
apoyar la comprensión.
a. Leen textos a nivel de grado, con propósito y 
comprensión.
b. Leen textos a nivel de grado oralmente, con precisión, 
ritmo adecuado y expresión en lecturas progresivas.

Rango de lectura y nivel de complejidad del texto
10. Leen y comprenden textos literarios complejos e 
informativos, de forma independiente y competente.

Fluency
RF.1.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension.
a. Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.
b. Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate 
rate, and expression on successive readings.

Reading
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
Anchor Standard 10 Read and comprehend complex 
literary and informational texts independently and 
proficiently.

This Really Good Stuff product includes:
•	 	30	Write Again® Leveled Passages with 

Comprehension Questions
•	 	12	Folders (Included with Spanish Fluency for 

Comprehension	Kit,	Grade	1	#307958)
•	 1	CD with Reproducibles
•	 This	Really	Good	Stuff	Instructional	Guide

Research shows a direct correlation between fluency 
and comprehension. Fluency instruction, practice, 
and assessment are necessary to develop fluency. 
Repeated oral reading builds fluency and overall reading 
achievement.

Managing the Spanish Fluency for Comprehension 
Passages 
•	 	You	may	choose	to	keep	the	Leveled Passages in a 

three-ring	binder	and	make	copies	for	marking	as	
needed.

•	 	All	passages	and	reproducibles	are	available	for	
copying from the CD.

•	 	You	have	the	option	to	copy	just	the	passage	side	
for fluency or comprehension practice without the 
questions, level, and rubric, which appear on the 
opposite side.

•	 	Use	only	dry	erase	markers	on	the	Write Again® 
Leveled Passages.	Students	may	make	fluency	
marks	for	stopping	points	and	errors,	as	well	as	
comprehension	marks,	such	as	underlining	and	circling.

•	 Use	colored	pencils	on	copies	and	graphs.
•	 	Visit	our	website	at	www.reallygoodstuff.com	to	

download Really Good Stuff Instructional Guides.

What Is Reading Fluency?
Reading fluency is the ability to decode and comprehend 
text at the same time. When reading aloud, fluent 
readers	sound	natural,	as	if	they	are	speaking	to	
someone.	Their	reading	is	accurate,	quick,	and	uses	
proper	expression.	In	contrast,	dysfluent	readers	make	
more	errors,	lack	expression,	and	read	more	slowly	and	
laboriously. Based on these observable differences, 
oral	reading	fluency	can	be	easily	assessed	within	60	
seconds	(Rasinski,	2004).	Using	repeated,	one-minute	
timed readings of these Leveled Passages, you can 
informally assess your students’ fluency and prepare 
them for formal assessments.

Avoid Equating Fast with Fluent
As	noted	above,	fluency	sounds	like	conversation. 
In some schools, there is a tendency to place too much 
emphasis on improving reading rate. Students are 
encouraged to beat their scores, even when they are 
already reading at a satisfactory rate. This misplaced 
emphasis on speed over meaning eclipses meaningful 
reading and is not a good use of time. Students’ reading 
rates will improve as students become naturally more 
efficient and confident in decoding words. Don’t speed! 
Read!

Fluency Instruction & Practice Guidelines
Fluency instruction leads to impressive gains when it 
provides regular opportunities for expressive, repeated 
readings coupled with coaching. The comprehension 
questions and fluency rubric on each Leveled Passage 
provide structure for coaching from you, peers and 
families, as well as for self-analysis.
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When Should Fluency Practice Begin?
Fluency instruction begins when students can read 
connected	text	with	90%	or	better	accuracy	(usually	
in	the	middle	of	first	grade).	However,	fluency practice 
using repeated readings, including poetry and readers’ 
theater, may begin as early as at the point when 
students are reading connected text. It is important 
not to emphasize rate too early, as that can have a 
detrimental effect on students’ accuracy. It is not 
recommended that you time first-graders’ reading 
rates	before	this	90%	or	better	accuracy	rate.	Use	
the passages for enjoyment, practice, and informal 
assessment through observation for those readers who 
are not ready to be timed. 

Appropriate Levels Are Paramount
It is critical to select the appropriate literature for 
instructional and independent reading. Regardless of 
how well a student already reads, high error rates are 
negatively correlated with growth, while low error rates 
are	positively	linked	with	growth.	Place	students	in	a	
text that gives them a sense of control and comfort. 
So, for fluency practice and timed readings, students 
should be reading within their independent reading level 
(see	chart	below).

Fluency Goal Guidelines
•	 	Establish	baseline	fluency	scores	to	help	determine	

students’ fluency goals.
•	 	Determine	the	number	of	words	the	student	needs 

to	improve	each	week	to	reach	an	end-of-year	goal	
(see	norms	on	following	page).	

•	 	Follow	the	recommended	weekly	improvement	of	one 
or two additional correct words per minute.

•	 	If	students	are	making	adequate,	steady	progress	
in a level, but they are not approaching their fluency 
goals	on	a	cold	read	(a	first,	unpracticed	read),	have	
them continue to read texts at that same level.

•	 	If	students	are	meeting	their	fluency	goals	in	a	cold	
read, move them to the next level of difficulty, or have 
them continue in the same level but raise the fluency 
goal; being careful not to encourage speed reading. 

•	 	If	students	are	having	difficulty	achieving	their	fluency	
goals, move them to easier texts, or continue in the 
current level and lower the goal.

Collecting Fluency Data
Three reproducibles are provided for you and your 
students to monitor progress throughout the year:
1.	  Reporte de progreso en la fluidez lectora: For 

students	to	track	their	data.	In	addition	to	graphing	
their	Palabras	Leídas	Correctamente	Por	Minuto	
(PLCPM),	students	also	record	their	accuracy,	rate,	
expression, and comprehension score. The symbols 
for these criteria are the same on the folder and 
the	back	of	the	passages.	There	is	space	to	graph	
three readings for three different passages per page. 
Similar graphs are on the inside of the folder.

2.		PLCPM lista de estudiantes:	For	you	to	track	your	
class’	PLCPM	in	the	fall,	winter,	and	spring.

3.	 Monitoreo de fluidez oral:	For	you	to	track	each	
student individually with more detail. It includes space 
for	PLCPM,	comprehension	scores,	accuracy,	rate,	and	
expression, as well as anecdotal notes. 

 
Timed Readings
Before students practice timed repeated readings and 
collect their own data, model the steps and monitor 
them in this process.
•	 	Show	students	how	to	gather	materials,	complete	

record sheets, and put materials away. 
•	 	Teach	students	how	to	complete	a	timed	reading	by	

using	a	stopwatch,	underlining	errors	and	marking	the	
stop point, using different-colored pencils or dry erase 
markers	for	each	reading.	

•	 	Teach	students	how	to	compute	PLCPM.	The	formula	
is shown on the folder and below:

(ejemplo:	Cristina	leyó	40	palabras	en	un	minuto	con	5	
errores,	lo	que	resulta	en	35	PLCPM.	)
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Marking Fluency Errors (or Miscues)
Make	copies	of	the	passages	as	needed	to	collect	data,	
such as miscues and word counts. Decide which types 
of errors to count in timed readings. Below is a list of 
common miscues:
•	 Mispronunciation
•	 Insertion	(adding	a	word)
•	 Omission	(skipping	a	word)
•	 Repetition	(saying	a	word	more	often	than	it	appears)
•	 Hesitation	(taking	too	long	to	decode)
•	 Word	order	(changing	the	order	of	words)
•	 	Proper	nouns	(not	decoding	names	of	people 

or	places)

During readings, provide a five-second-wait time when 
a	student	makes	an	error,	as	self-corrections	are 
a common and important part of the fluency process. 
Instruct students in the listening role to wait 
five seconds and not provide the reader with the 
correct word.

Introducing the Spanish Fluency For Comprehension 

Passages  30	Leveled Passages	(10	at	each	level)	are	
marked	with	a	low,	middle,	or	high	dot	for	at-a-glance 
selection. Lexiles are also provided on the passages. 
Text-dependent comprehension questions are on the 
back	of	the	passages.	It	is	important	that	students	
are able to answer questions to demonstrate 
comprehension. (Some readers are quite able to call 
words,	but	not	make	meaning	of	the	text.)	With	practice	
and improved fluency, students will gain confidence by 
seeing for themselves how much better they understand 
what they read. 

Explain the Connection between Fluency and 
Comprehension
Using	the	rainbow	cover	of	the	folder	as	a	visual,	begin	
by explaining to students what fluency is and why it is 
important.	(You	might	choose	instead	to	invite	students	
to	study	the	cover	and	explain	the	analogy.)	Note	that	
the rainbow is the predominant piece on the cover. It 
represents fluency. Several of the colors within the 

rainbow	are	labeled	with	key	components	of	fluency.	You	
might	ask	students	if	they	can	think	of	any	others,	such	
as enjoyment of reading. Just 
as we need sun and clouds 
(rain)	to	create	a	rainbow,	
students first need to be 
able to read words to become 
fluent. Therefore, the sun and 
clouds represent decoding 
and reading words. Fluency 
helps readers reach the goal 
of reading—understanding 
or comprehending the 
text. Fluency leads to 
comprehension in the same 
way that the rainbow leads to the legendary pot of gold, 
which represents comprehension.  

One	way	to	help	students	understand	the	concept	of	
fluency and reflect on whether or not they are fluent 
readers,	is	to	ask,	“¿Lo	leíste	como	si	estuvieras	
conversando?”	They	may	ask	themselves,	“¿Sueno	como	
si estuviera conversando?”

The Folder: A Resource for Fluency and Comprehension  

The	folder’s	front	and	back	covers	support	your	initial	
instruction in your explanation of fluency and how 
it	connects	to	comprehension	(see	above).	The	left	
inside of the folder consists of a fluency rubric, a list 
of	attributes	of	good	readers,	the	PLCPM	formula,	
and graphs for progress monitoring fluency and 
comprehension.	On	the	right	inside,	strategies	for	tricky	
words are shown, as well as helpful coding symbols to 
mark	text	for	comprehension.	The	dry	erase	Leveled 
Passages offer a great opportunity for students to 
mark	their	text	for	better	understanding.	Marking	copies	
of the passages is another option. 

Students	may	keep	all	their	fluency	and	comprehension	
passages, graphs, and the letter to families in their 
folders.

Reproducible Reporte de progreso en la fluidez lectora
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Demonstrate Repeated Reading
Materials: A Leveled Passage, a copy of it, three 
different-colored pencils, a folder, a stopwatch
Explain	to	students	that	repeated	oral	reading	improves	
fluency and comprehension. Demonstrate a reading 
session with a student to prove this fact. 
1.	 	Have	a	willing	reader	read	a	Leveled Passage (at the 

reader’s	independent	level)	aloud	for	one	minute	as	you	
time the reader. 

2.		On	your	copy,	use	a	colored	pencil	to	underline	any	
errors,	and	mark	the	stopping	place	with	a	slash	when	
one minute is up. 

3.		Count	the	words	read	correctly	up	to	your	slash	mark.	
Show	students	how	to	graph	the	PLCPM	score	on	a	
sheet or on the folder.

4.		Using	the	fluency	rubric	on	the	back	of	the	passage,	
discuss the reader’s accuracy, rate, 
and expression. Refer to the folder’s 
rubric	to	determine	scoring.	Have 
the reader fill in the rubric’s first 
column of boxes on your copy.

5.		Ask	the	reader	the	comprehension	
questions.	If	any	seem	difficult,	talk	
about how rereading will help to find 
the answers. 

6.  Repeat two more times, with the 
student reading aloud as you 
mark	the	passage	using	a 
different-colored pencil each time. 
You	might	coach	with	a	teaching	
point, such as improving expression 
or	picking	up	the	pace,	and	have	
the class listen for improvement. 
The reader completes the rubric on 
your	copy	and	graphs	the	remaining	two	PLCPMs	on	
a	reproducible	graph	or	in	the	folder.	Notice	how	the	
student read more words and used more expression 
with each reading. The class will notice improvement, 
both	from	listening	and	from	looking	at	the	reader’s	
graph.

Moving Toward Independence in Repeated Readings
Note	that	for	first-graders,	you	will	not	time	their	
reading in the first half of the year or until they are 
reading	with	90%	accuracy.	
•	 	When	you	believe	your	students	are	ready	to	monitor	

and record their own timed readings, establish 
a designated area in your classroom. Be sure all 
necessary materials, including Leveled Passages, 
copies	of	passages,	graphs,	folders,	dry	erase	markers,	
colored pencils, and stopwatches are available. 

•	 	Be	certain	that	the	reader’s	passage	is	at	the	
reader’s independent level. 

•	 	Assign	partners	with	similar	reading	levels.	One	
reads aloud while the listener times the reader for 
one	minute	and	marks	a	copy	of	the	passage	with	a	
colored	pencil	(or	the	listener	may	mark	the	Leveled

 Passage	with	a	dry	erase	marker).	The	listener		 	
	 underlines	errors	and	marks	the	stopping	place.		
•	 	Have	the	listener	calculate	the	Palabras	Leídas	

Correctamente	Por	Minuto	(PLCPM).	
•	 	Have	the	reader	self-assess	accuracy,	rate,	and	

expression	(listed	on	the	back	of	the	passage)	using	
the rubric from the folder. The reader may set a goal 
for	the	next	reading.	(The	goal	may	be	PLCPM,	pacing,	
expression,	or	comprehension.)

•	 	Have	the	listener	ask	the	reader	the	comprehension	
questions. They may discuss them. The Answer 
Key is included in this guide. There is a space for a 
comprehension score on the graphs. 

•	 	Repeat	two	more	timed	readings	(or	as	many	as	are	
needed),	using	a	different-colored	pencil	or	marker	
each	time	to	mark	the	passage.	

•	 	Following	the	reader’s	third	reading,	ask	students	to	
switch roles. 

•	 	At	the	conclusion	of	the	session,	instruct	students	to	
file or turn in their completed graphs.

Take-Home Fluency Practice
A letter to families is included in this guide and on the 
CD.	Parents	generally	enjoy	fluency	practice	because	
it offers quality, focused, structured time together, 
and, with the guidelines suggested, both students 
and parents feel successful. The folders offer both a 
management tool and instructional tool for students 
and families.

Best Practices to Develop Fluency 
1.	 Model	fluent	reading	(read	alouds).
2.	Provide	direct	instruction	and	feedback.
3.	Provide	reader	support.
4.	Use	repeated	readings	of	one	text.
5.	Cue	phrase	boundaries	within	text	
	 (e.g.,	En	el	verano/	me	gusta	nadar/	en	la	piscina.//)
6.	Provide	students	with	easy	reading	material.
 
Sugerencias durante la lectura
•	 ¿Sonó	correcto	lo	que	leíste?
•	 ¿Se	ve	correcto?
•	 ¿Hace	sentido?
•	 Estas	cerca	de	estar	correcto.	Intenta	nuevamente.	
•	 ¿Qué	haría	sentido	aquí?

Sugerencias después de la lectura 
•	 Me	gustó	como	trabajaste.	
•	 ¡Sonabas	como	si	estuvieras	hablando!
•	 Valió	la	pena	tu	esfuerzo.	
•	 ¡Resolviste	el	error	con	prontitud!	
•	 ¡Buen	trabajo	notando	que	sonaba	extraño!	
•	 	Revisaste	para	asegurarte	de	que	estuviera	correcto 

y te dio resultado.
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Oral Fluency Norms in Spanish and English
The following charts show suggested norms for Spanish 
and	English	reading	fluency.	Use	these	as	a	reference	in	
evaluating your students.

More Reading Activities that Build Fluency 
Partner (or buddy) reading: Two readers read a 
passage together.
Echo reading: A student immediately echoes a more 
able reader, sounding almost in unison, but one voice 
trails the first reader.
Shared reading:	Everyone	(e.g.,	whole	class)	reads	
from	the	same	text	(often	big	books)	at	varying	times	
throughout a lesson.
Choral reading:	Everyone	reads	in	unison.
Antiphonal reading: Similar to choral reading, but 
groups have assigned parts.
Phrasal boundary reading: Reading a phrase-cued 
passage	(El	perro	flojo/que	duerme	en	el	sofá/no	quiere	
jugar	a	la	pelota.//).
Radio reading:	Like	a	radio	announcer,	the	reader	
prepares and performs a short passage for an audience.
Readers’ Theater: A group reads a script without props.

I Read a Page, You Read a Page: Two readers alternate 
reading pages.
Preview-Pause-Prompt-Praise:	Tutor	and	reader	work	
together,	with	the	tutor	previewing	the	book	cover.	When	
the	reader	is	stuck,	the	tutor	waits	(pause),	and	if	the	
reader still cannot read the word, the tutor gives a 
prompt,	such	as,	“Let’s	try	that	again.”	Praise	follows	
for the reader’s effort.
Repeated reading: Simply reread a passage without 
timing the reading.
Timed repeated reading: Reread with one-minute 
timings.
Reading while listening: Read and follow along to a 
recorded text.
Relax and read:	Enjoy	a	book	anywhere,	reading	silently	
to oneself.

It is important to note that this list does not include 
the age-old, ineffective practice of Round Robin Reading!

Términos de Fluidez 
Porcentaje de exactitud: Porcentaje	de	palabras	leídas	
sin	errores.	El	porcentaje	de	exactitud	se	calcula	con	el	
número	total	de	palabras	leídas	correctamente dividido 
por	el	número	de	palabras	leídas	en	total.	
Automaticidad: La habilidad de decodificar o pronunciar 
palabras	rápidamente	para	que	los	esfuerzos	del	
estudiante se enfoquen en la expresión y comprensión 
de	lo	leído.	Algunos	lectores	toman	mucho	tiempo	para	
reconocer y leer palabras correctamente (faltando 
automaticidad)	lo	cual	les	impide	ser	lectores	con	
fluidez.  
Expresión: Manera natural de leer o hablar. 
Prosodia:	Habilidad	de	leer	un	texto	usando	fraseo,	
pausas,	entonación	y	fluidez	natural.	No	es	una	lectura	
corrida de palabras con tono monótono. 
Palabras Leídas Correctamente Por Minuto (PLCPM):  
Las	palabras	leídas	correctamente	durante	un	minuto.	
	 	Formula:	Número	de	palabras	leídas	–	errores	=	

palabras correctas por minuto.
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