
Congratulations on your purchase of this Really Good
Stuff® Comprehension Cubes 4-Pack—a hands-on
activity that strengthens your students’ comprehension,
critical thinking, and oral language skills. 

Objective
Answer text-dependent questions for literature and
informational text.

Meeting Common Core State Standards
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text
as the basis for the answers.

This Really Good Stuff® product includes:
• 4 Cubes: 2 Literature (pink and green) and

2 Informational Text (red and purple)
• This Really Good Stuff® Teaching Guide

The questions on the Literature and Informational Text
Cubes may be used with any literature and informational
text your students are reading. With repeated practice in
asking and answering these questions, students will
transfer this comprehension skill to all of their reading,
becoming more thoughtful thinkers and readers.

Managing the Comprehension Cubes
• Should you need this or any other Really Good Stuff®

Teaching Guides, download them from our Web site at
www.reallygoodstuff.com.

• Make copies of the record sheets and store them
at the center or convenient location.

Introducing Comprehension Cubes
Students read a text independently or in various
settings, such as whole group or guided reading and then
toss the cubes to answer questions related to the text.
Students may complete the record sheet or share their
answers with a partner or small group. 

Model the Activity
Begin by modeling the activity, discussing every step with
students. Tell students that when they have finished a
piece of literature or informational text they will select
the two cubes and record sheet that coordinates to
their reading material (pink and green for literature or
red and purple for informational text). Use the record

sheets to show students how to record their answers
(you may have students verbally share answers as well or
instead). Select a text your students are familiar with
and tell students you will roll three (may vary) questions
for this think-aloud demonstration. Roll the appropriate
cube for that text. Check off the box(es) on the record
sheet for your question(s). Think aloud as you ask and
answer questions. Be sure to model explicitly going back
into the text to find your answers. Also model using
language pertaining to time, sequence, and cause/effect
in your answers.

Differentiate the number of questions and type of
response you require from each student based on needs.
Tell students that the questions from the cubes are
excellent for deepening comprehension no matter what
they are reading. Provide time to encourage students to
share any questions they are asking themselves as they
read independently so that the class can see first-hand
how important questioning is in comprehension. 

Target Multiple Common Core State Standards
Grades 2-3
Literature

• Ask and answer such questions as who, what,
where, when, why, and how to demonstrate
understanding of key details in a text.

• Recount stories, including fables and folktales from
diverse cultures, and determine their central
message, lesson, or moral.

• Use information gained from the illustrations and
words in a print or digital text to demonstrate
understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.

• Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits,
motivations, or feelings) and explain how their
actions contribute to the sequence of events.
Describe how characters in a story respond to
major events and challenges.

• Distinguish their own point of view from that of
the narrator or those of the characters.
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Informational Text
• Know and use various text features (e.g., captions,

bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes,
electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or
information in a text efficiently.

• Use information gained from illustrations
(e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to
demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where,
when, why, and how key events occur). Explain how
specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a
machine works) contribute to and clarify a text.

• Describe how reasons support specific points the
author makes in a text.

• Compare and contrast the most important points
presented by two texts on the same topic.

• Distinguish their own point of view from that of
the author of a text.

Grades 4-5
Literature
• Determine the meaning of words and phrases

as they are used in a text, including figurative
language such as metaphors and similes.

• Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem
from details in the text; summarize the text.

Informational Text
• Determine the main idea of a text and explain

how it is supported by key details; summarize the
text.

• Refer to details and examples in a text when
explaining what the text says explicitly and when
drawing inferences from the text.

• Determine the meaning of general academic
and domain-specific words or phrases in a text
relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.

• Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence
to support particular points in a text.

Related Really Good Stuff® Products:
Comprehension Strategies Dice Set (#154535)
QAR Strategies Poster Set (#157431)
Really Good Stuff® Question A Good Story Dice Set 

(#151788)
Little Pocket Sorts™: Fact & Opinion,

Level 1 (#304735)
Little Pocket Sorts™: Main Idea & Supporting Details,

Level 1 (#304738)
Little Pocket Sorts™: Main Idea & Supporting Details,

Level 2 (#304743)
Little Pocket Sorts™: Fact & Opinion,
Level 2 (#304745)
Little Pocket Sorts™: Cause & Effect,

Level 1 (#304748)
Little Pocket Sorts™: Cause & Effect,

Level 2 (#304763)
Little Pocket Sorts™: QAR (#305223)
Really Good Literacy Center-in-a-Bag™: Lights, Camera, 
Action! Retelling, Level 2 (Grades 4-5) 
(#305221)
Really Good Literacy Center-in-a-Bag™: Compare &
Contrast: Same-Topic Texts, Level 1 (Grades 2-3) 

(#305358)
Really Good Literacy Center-in-a-Bag™: Text Features,

Level 1 (Grades 2-3) (#305361)
Really Good Literacy Center-in-a-Bag™: Compare &
Contrast: Same-Topic Texts, Level 2 (Grades 4-5) 

(#305363)
Really Good Literacy Center-in-a-Bag™: Fact & Opinion 

Sort & Write, Level 1 (Grades 2-3) (#305367)
Really Good Literacy Center-in-a-Bag™: Text Features,

Level 2 (Grades 4-5) (#305371)
Really Good Literacy Center-in-a-Bag™: Fact & Opinion 

Sort & Write, Level 2 (Grades 4-5) (#305374)
Really Good Literacy Center-in-a-Bag™: Main Idea &
Supporting Details Sort & Write, Level 2 (Grades 4-5) 

(#305380)
Really Good Literacy Center-in-a-Bag™: Cause & Effect 

Tag & Tell, Level 2 (Grades 4-5) (#305383)
Really Good Literacy Center-in-a-Bag™: Reading 

Strategies Game, Level 1 (Grades 2-3) (#305286)
Really Good Literacy Center-in-a-Bag™: Ding! Ding! Ding! 

Summary, Level 1 (Grades 2-3) (#305387)
Really Good Literacy Center-in-a-Bag™: Ten-Buck 

Summary, Level 2 (Grades 4-5) (#305390)
Really Good Literacy Center-in-a-Bag™: Lights, Camera, 

Action! Retelling, Level 1 (Grades 2-3) (#305392)
Really Good Literacy Center-in-a-Bag™:

Comprehension Spin & Respond (#305496)
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