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All instructional guides can be found online.

Helping Teachers Make A Difference®

 This Really Good Stuff® product includes:
 • 135 Proportional Part-Part-Whole Flash Cards
 • Storage Box
 • This Really Good Stuff® Instructional Guide 

Congratulations on your purchase of this Really Good Stuff® 
Proportional Part-Part-Whole Flash Cards—a visual cue for 
primary students to practice their fact families within 10. 

Meeting the Standards
The Really Good Stuff® Proportional Part-Part-Whole Flash Cards 
align with the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics 
below. For alignment with other state standards, please refer to our 
website’s Standards Match.

 Operations and Algebraic Thinking
1.OA.B.3   Apply properties of operations as strategies to add and 

subtract. Examples:  If 8 + 3 = 11 is known, then 3 + 8 = 11 
is also known. (Commutative property of addition.) To add 
2 + 6 + 4, the second two numbers can be added to make 
a ten, so 2 + 6 + 4 = 2 + 10 = 12. (Associative property of 
addition.)

1.OA.B.4   Understand subtraction as an unknown-addend problem. 
For example, subtract 10 – 8 by finding the number that 
makes 10 when added to 8.

Preparing the Proportional Part-Part-Whole Flash Cards
Before introducing the Proportional Part-Part-Whole Flash Cards, 
make copies of this Really Good Stuff® Instructional Guide,  
cut apart the reproducibles, and file the pages for future use.  
Or, download another copy of it from our website at  
www.reallygoodstuff.com. Sort the Proportional Part-Part-Whole 
Flash Cards into nine Flash Card groups, one for each fact family 
for two through ten. Place the groups in storage bags labeled 
according to a numbered fact family.

Introducing the Proportional Part-Part-Whole Flash Cards
Prior to the lesson, take out fact family Flash Card bags 2 through 
6. Draw a larger version of the following three Flash Cards from bag 
3 on chart paper or a whiteboard. 

Gather students in a small group. Tell them that the Proportional 
Part-Part-Whole Flash Cards will help them practice fact families. 
Point to the flash cards on the chart paper. Ask students to tell 
you what they notice. Guide students to make these observations: 
 • There are three rectangles of different sizes on each card.
 • The blank boxes are in different places on each card. 
 • The numbers create a fact for 3 on each card. 

Discuss why students think the boxes are different sizes. Ask a 
volunteer to point to the largest box on each chart-paper flash 
card. Trace around each box with a colored marker. Encourage 
students to explain the relationship between the traced boxes and 
the two boxes below them. If necessary, guide students to realize 
that the traced box represents the whole and that 1 and 2 are the 
parts. Together, the two boxes for the parts make the same size 

box as the whole. Review why the boxes with the 1 and 2 in them are 
different sizes: Because the parts have different values. Since 2 
is greater than 1, the 2 is in the larger box. Indicate that the size 
of the box will help students decide if they are looking for a number 
that is greater than or less than the numbers on the Flash Card. 
Explain to them that all of the parts on all Flash Cards will be set 
up the same way. Invite volunteers to write the correct numbers in 
the blank boxes on the chart paper. 

Place the matching Part-Part-Whole Flash Cards faceup on the 
table. Demonstrate how students can check their work by flipping 
over each Flash Card. Take out one of the other Flash Cards from 
bag 3, and place it faceup on the table. Ask a volunteer to tell 
you if the Flash Card is missing a part or a whole. Guide students 
to decide if the missing number will be greater or less than the 
numbers already on the Card. Ask another student to tell you 
what number goes in the blank box. Direct a different student to 
flip the Flash Card to check the response. Repeat the process with 
the remaining Flash Cards from bag 3. Revisit the proportionality 
concept and the part-part-whole relationship with all six Flash 
Cards from bag 3 placed faceup on the table. 

Put the Flash Cards back in bag 3, and take out Flash Cards from 
bag 4. Place the Flash Card that shows 4 as the whole and 2 as 
one of the parts faceup on the table. Ask students to tell you what 
they observe about the Flash Card. Guide students to notice that 
the boxes for the parts are the same size. Ask a volunteer to say 
the number that belongs in the empty box. Tell the student to flip 
the Flash Card over to check the answer. Allow students to explore 
other Flash Cards from the bag 4. Repeat the lesson with other 
small groups. Continue to practice with Flash Card bags 2 through 
6 until students are ready to move on to bags 7 through 10.

Pair Activity with the Proportional Part-Part-Whole Flash Cards
Create a simple score sheet. Place students in pairs. Instruct 
students to put their names at the top of the score sheet. Place 
a small stack of Part-Part-Whole Flash Cards faceup between 
each pair of students. Explain that Partner 1 will hold up each of 
the Flash Cards for Partner 2. Partner 2 must tell Partner 1 what 
number is missing on each Flash Card. If Partner 2 is correct, he 
or she keeps the Flash Card. If Partner 2 is incorrect, Partner 1 
keeps the Flash Card. Partner 1 continues to hold up Flash Cards 
until the stack is complete. At the end of the round, Partner 2 
counts his or her Flash Cards and writes that number on the score 
sheet. Students shuffle, restack, and place the Flash Cards faceup 
between them. Repeat the process with Partner 2 holding up the 
Flash Cards for Partner 1. Have pairs switch Flash Cards with other 
pairs to play more rounds.

Proportional Part-Part-Whole Flash Card Practice at Home
Copy and distribute the Proportional Part-Part-Whole Flash Cards 
Wholes 2 to 6 Reproducible. Explain to the students that the 
flash cards on the reproducible are exactly like the Proportional 
Part-Part-Whole Flash Cards they have been using. Help students 
complete the first flash card on the reproducible. Assign the other 
nine flash cards. Review students’ work to monitor their progress. 
When appropriate, repeat for the Proportional Part-Part-Whole 
Flash Cards Wholes 7 to 10 Reproducible. Alternatively, use the 
reproducibles to reinforce learning as a take-home activity.

Proportional Part-Part-Whole Flash Cards
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