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 This Really Good Stuff® product includes:
	 	 •	Words are CATegorical® Plurals, Comparatives,    
   Compounds Poster Set, featuring three mini posters
  • This Really Good Stuff® Activity Guide

Congratulations on your purchase of this Really Good Stuff® 
Words Are CATegorical® Plurals, Comparatives, Compounds 
Poster Set—an intriguing, colorful poster set to help your 
students grasp the meaning and usage of irregular plurals, 
comparatives, superlatives, and compound words.

Meeting Common Core State Standards
This Really Good Stuff® Words Are CATegorical® Plurals, 
Comparatives, Compounds Poster Set is aligned with the 
following Common Core State Standards for English 
Language Arts:

Conventions of Standard English
L.3.1b Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns.
L.3.1g  Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs, 

and choose between them depending on what is to be modified.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
L.2.4d  Use knowledge of the meaning of individual words to predict the 

meaning of compound words (e.g., birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; 
bookshelf, notebook, bookmark).

Assembling and Displaying the Words Are CATegorical® Plurals, 
Comparatives, Compounds Poster Set
Before displaying the Words Are CATegorical® Plurals, 
Comparatives, Compounds Poster Set, make copies of this 
Really Good Stuff® Activity Guide and file the pages for future 
use. Or, download another copy of it from our website at 
www.reallygoodstuff.com. Hang the Poster Set where students 
will be able to see it easily. This unique Poster Set allows you 
to review irregular plurals, comparatives and superlatives, and 
compound words in two ways: Either cut apart the three Mini 
Posters or take a piece of butcher paper/chart paper and 
cover up the other two Posters so you can introduce one 
Poster at a time.

Introducing the Irregular Plurals Poster
Point out the Irregular Plurals Poster and, if necessary, remind 
students that irregular plurals are plural words not formed by 
the usual pattern of adding an s or es. Ask your students to 
brainstorm a list of irregular plurals. Create a word list by writing 
the words they brainstorm onto a piece of chart paper, and hang 
it near the Poster. Review the definition of irregular plurals, and 
remind students to refer to the Irregular Plurals Poster and word 
list for help speaking, reading, and writing. Repeat this process 
when you introduce the Comparative and Superlatives Poster and 
the Compound Words Poster.    

Activities for Irregular Plurals
Flipping for Irregular Plurals 
Take a sentence strip and write a singular word that is irregular 
when it becomes plural. For example, you might write the word leaf. 
Fold the sentence strip at the last letter of the word. Cut the 
top fold so that only the letters that don’t change are visible. 

For example, LEA would be visible in the word leaf. Now, write the 
rest of the word in its irregular plural form (VES) on the top fold 
to create the word leaves. Gather the students together where 
they can easily view the Irregular Plurals Poster and word list. 
Model how to select a word and then create the irregular plural 
word flip using a sentence strip. Ask them to pick a word off of 
the list and give each student a sentence strip to create their 
own irregular plural flip strip.

I Have, Who Has?
Write the singular form of several words on an index card, and 
the irregular plural form for the same words on separate index 
cards. Make sure to create enough cards for each student to 
have one, and so there is a singular and plural match for each 
word. If you have an odd number of students, you will need to play. 
Place the cards in a bag or basket. Gather the students 
together and review the Irregular Plurals Poster and word list. 
Explain that they are going to play a game called I Have, Who 
Has? using different words that have irregular plurals. Ask each 
student to draw out a different index card. Ask one student to 
hold up their card and say, “I have _____, who has _____?” 
For example, if your student has the word hoof, he/she would say, 
“I have hoof, who has hooves?” Then, the child who has hooves 
would say, “I have hooves,” and pick another student to create a 
new set.  Continue play until each index card has been matched.  

Puzzle Plates
Take out at least 10 small paper plates. Cut each plate into 
jagged halves to create two puzzle pieces. Write the singular form 
of a noun on one side, and the irregular plural form on the other. 
You can draw pictures or use clip art to add pictures to each 
word. Mix up puzzle pieces and gather a small group of students 
together. Explain that your plates broke and are now all mixed up. 
Tell them that they need to help put the plates back together 
by matching up the singular and the irregular plural puzzle 
pieces. After all the pieces are matched go over each plate with 
your small group to reinforce their learning of irregular plurals. 
This activity can then be placed in a literacy station to further 
integrate their irregular plurals understanding.

Introducing the Comparatives and Superlatives Poster
Point out the Comparatives and Superlatives Poster and, 
if necessary, remind students that they are both forms of 
describing words. A comparative is used to describe two things, 
while a superlative describes three or more things. 

Comparatives and Superlatives Activities
Blanked Out
Make three columns on a large piece of chart paper. You will need 
an Adjective, Comparative, and Superlative column. Pick out 
different adjectives that you would like to use and fill in each row 
but, leave one column blank. For example, if your adjective was big, 
you might write big in the Adjective column, leave the Comparative 
column blank, and write biggest in the Superlative blank. Gather 
your students together and explain that when you were filling 
out the chart, you forgot some of the answers. They will need 
to help you remember the words that should complete each row. 
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Pair your students up with a partner and give them a specific row 
to work on. Call the students back together and ask each partner 
group to come up and write the missing word into each blank. 
Leave the chart up so that students can use it as a reference 
when they are speaking, reading, or writing.

Snowball Fight
Take out, at least, three sheets of copy paper per child in your 
class. Grab a marker and gather your students where they 
can easily view the Superlative and Comparative Poster and 
chart word list. Review the comparative and superlative 
definitions and the word list. Explain that students are going 
to have a snowball fight using comparative and superlative 
adjectives. Model how to write one adjective on a piece of copy 
paper. Roll the paper up into a ball to create the first layer of 
your snowball. Ask students what the comparative form of the 
adjective is and write that word onto a second piece of copy 
paper. For example, if your adjective is big, you would have 
written big on the first sheet and bigger on the second sheet. 
Wad up your second sheet and wrap it over the snowball to 
make it bigger. Now, ask for the superlative form of your adjective. 
Write that word onto the third sheet of paper and wrap it 
around the snowball. Give each student three pieces of paper and 
ask them to create their snowball. After all of the comparative 
and superlative snowballs are created, gather the students 
into a circle. Ask them to “gently” throw their snowballs into 
the center of the circle. Then, ask them to pick up a different 
snowball. Model how they should peel off the top paper with the 
superlative form and guess what the comparative form of that 
adjective might be. Next, they would peel off the comparative 
paper and guess what the original adjective was, then look at the 
first sheet to self-check their guess. After peeling and guessing 
the adjective, have them rewrap the snowball, throw it, and 
repeat the activity until each child has been able to find and 
unwrap several snowballs.     

SUPERlatives
Use either butcher paper or fabric to create a superhero cape. If 
you choose fabric you will need safety pins. If you choose butcher 
paper you will need tape. Write several adjectives on index cards 
and place them in a bag. Grab a stack of blank index cards, 
gather your students together, and explain that today they are 
going to be SUPERlative heroes and their mission is to fill up their 
SUPERlative hero cape with the SUPERlative form of the words in 
your bag. Let them come up one at a time to draw an adjective. 
Ask them to write the SUPERlative form of that word on an index 
card and either pin or tape their word onto the SUPERlative hero 
cape. Let each student have a chance to pull out a word and add 
its superlative to the SUPERlative hero cape. If you used fabric, 
you can choose different students to wear the SUPERlative cape 
during the day. You could even wear it too!

Introducing the Compound Words Poster
Point out the Compound Words Poster and, if necessary, remind 
students that a compound word is a word made up of two or 
more shorter words. Have students take turns reading some of 
the words at the bottom of the Mini Poster.

Compound Words Activities
Cracked Up Compounds
Take out sets of plastic Easter eggs. Using a permanent marker, 
write one word on the top and the word that completes the 
compound word on the bottom. For example, to create rainbow, 
you would write rain on the top and bow on the bottom. After 
writing the compound words on the eggs, take them apart, mix 
the pieces up, and place them in a basket or bag. Gather your 
students together and tell them that you accidentally dropped 
all of the compound eggs and now the words are all mixed up. 
Ask them to come up one at a time to pull out an egg piece and 
see if they can find its match to create the compound word. 
This activity can be placed in a literacy station for further 
practice on making compound words.

Compound Cubes
Select six compound words and write each word on an index 
card. Using a permanent marker and a set of same-colored 
unifix cubes, write one letter of the first word on each cube. 
Use a different-colored set of cubes to write the second word. 
For example, if the compound word is doghouse, write d, o, and g 
on a set of red unifix cubes and the letters h, o, u, s, and e on 
a set of green unifix cubes. Place each set of compound word 
unifix cubes into a baggie. Put the index card for that compound 
word into the baggie. Gather a small group of students together 
(no more than five students). Explain that they are going to 
get to use the cubes to create compound words. Take out one 
baggie and model how to snap the cubes together to create the 
word. They will need to keep moving the letter cubes around until 
they make a word that uses all of the cubes in that color. Help 
them stretch out the sounds to figure out if the word makes 
sense or not. Then create the second word using the other color 
cubes and sound that word out. Show them how to snap both 
words together to create the compound word. Model how to use 
the index card to check their compound word to make sure their 
answer is right. Let students trade their own word baggies 
and try to create compound words. 

Compound Word Vocabulary Map
Create a large chart with the columns Compound Word, Definition, 
and Picture. Take out two different-colored sticky notes and 
write one word on one color and a word that makes it a compound 
word on the other sticky note. For example, the pink sticky note 
might have cup and the yellow might have cake, making the word 
cupcake. Place the sticky note compound word in the Compound 
Word column. Grab 12 sticky notes of one color, 12 sticky notes in 
another color, and 24 index cards. Gather your students where 
they can easily view the chart. Show them your compound word 
and ask them to help you with the definition and a picture for 
the Picture column. Pair your students into partners and explain 
that, working together, they are going to use the sticky notes 
to create a compound word, write its definition on an index card, 
and draw a picture to convey its meaning on another index card. 
Gather your students back together. Ask each partner group to 
come up and share their compound word, its definition, and the 
corresponding picture. Tape their compound word, definition, and 
picture into the correct column on the chart.


